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How to use this sample
This is a free preview of the deluxe pack. Study the three
families below, try the practice lines, then check the
mini answer key. The full deck has 100 Mandarin
character/root families with pinyin, glosses,
practice prompts, and answer key.. Buy the complete PDF
at studynewlanguages.co/shop/.
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Root · 口 kǒu
Core meanings: mouth, opening    Levels: A1-B1

Word Meaning Leve
l

口
kǒu

mouth A1

吃
chī

to eat A1

喝
hē

to drink A1

叫
jiào

to call A1

听说
tīng shuō

hear-say / it is said A2

出口
chū kǒu

exit A2

Cognate bridges: English: oral, oral cavity

Practice
1. What core idea does the root «口 kǒu» carry?

_______________________________________________
2. What does «口 (kǒu)» mean?

_______________________________________________
3. What does «吃 (chī)» mean?

_______________________________________________
4. What does «喝 (hē)» mean?

_______________________________________________
5. What does «叫 (jiào)» mean?

_______________________________________________
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Root · 言 yán / 讠
Core meanings: speech, words    Levels: A1-B2

Word Meaning Leve
l

说
shuō

to speak A1

话
huà

speech / words A1

语言
yǔ yán

language A2

认
rèn

to recognize A1

试
shì

to try A2

课
kè

lesson A1

Cognate bridges: English: speech, dialect

Practice
1. What core idea does the root «言 yán / 讠» carry?

_______________________________________________
2. What does «说 (shuō)» mean?

_______________________________________________
3. What does «话 (huà)» mean?

_______________________________________________
4. What does «语言 (yǔ yán)» mean?

_______________________________________________
5. What does «认 (rèn)» mean?

_______________________________________________
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Root · 人 rén / 亻
Core meanings: person    Levels: A1-B1

Word Meaning Leve
l

人
rén

person A1

你
nǐ

you A1

他
tā

he A1

们
men

plural marker A1

从
cóng

from / follow A2

休
xiū

to rest A2

Cognate bridges: English: person, human

Practice
1. What core idea does the root «人 rén / 亻» carry?

_______________________________________________
2. What does «人 (rén)» mean?

_______________________________________________
3. What does «你 (nǐ)» mean?

_______________________________________________
4. What does «他 (tā)» mean?

_______________________________________________
5. What does «们 (men)» mean?

_______________________________________________
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Sample answer key
Root · 口 kǒu
1. What core idea does the root «口 kǒu» carry?
  → mouth, opening
2. What does «口 (kǒu)» mean?
  → mouth
3. What does «吃 (chī)» mean?
  → to eat

Root · 言 yán / 讠
1. What core idea does the root «言 yán / 讠» carry?
  → speech, words
2. What does «说 (shuō)» mean?
  → to speak
3. What does «话 (huà)» mean?
  → speech / words

Root · 人 rén / 亻
1. What core idea does the root «人 rén / 亻» carry?
  → person
2. What does «人 (rén)» mean?
  → person
3. What does «你 (nǐ)» mean?
  → you


